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a: HISTORY OF THOMAS ob. 


(Aas given by Dorothy Eggleston at the Moulton Reunion in 1951) 

Williem Moulton, my great great grandfather vas born in Irche ster 
North Hamptonshire, England about 1781. At the age of 22 he married 
Sarah Horne. To them were born three ons; James, Joh, and Thomas, 
our ancestor, William Moulton died at the age of 31 leaving his vife 
and three small boys--James, 6, John, u, and Thomas, my great grand . 
father, just 2 years old. James, the eldest s@n, died in his sixteenth N 
year in England. John married. 1 1 zebeth Draper, came to Utah, and died 
in Payson in 1882. 

Thomas Moulton was born in 1810 at Irchester, England, When he 
was 22 years old he married Tether Marsh, à young woman eight years his 
senior. They had two daughters, Susan, born in 1834 who died two years 
leter, and Sarah, born March 5, 1837. : 

On February 25, 1839, mether- Harsh Moulton died, leaving her hus- 
band and two year old daughter, Sarah. A year later, in April, 1840, j 
Thomas Moulton married his second wife, Sarah Denton, who was born f 
June 5, 1818, at Rushdown, Northhamptonshire, En and, She was the f 
‘daughter of CharlesDenton and Charlotte RBassfield. 
>.) By 1836 several branches of the church hed been organized in ‘Land. 
rue missionaries were making many converts to the church. Thomas Moulton — 
and his wife had become interested in the batter Day Seint teachings and were | 
‘baptized In Dec.29, I84t, 3 

zt seemes that immediately the ambition of the converts was to enterate 
89 


to America end to come to Utah where they could be with the majority o 

saints, Immigrations to Utah were facilitated by the orginization in I 

of what was known as the Perpetual Emigration Fund,cons isting of 5,000 dollars 

which was to be lent to the needy Saints, Doth on the frontier and in 

England. The first pioneers to enter the Sait take valley had come by 

n train, but this means of transportation was expensive. By 1856 there ven 

at least30,000 in England who were waitine for the opportunity to emigrate. 

With a view to reducing the expense of crossing the plains,Pres. Young, in 

1856 concieved the idea of making the journey withhend carts, Already by 

June of that year three different companies hedlef t Iowa City and walked 

pulling or pusting their hand carts the entire distance, and had reached Salt 

Dake 01 ty in fairly good condition. Two other companies followed. 

Ke I have already mentioned, the Thomas Moulton family had been baptized 

in Décember, 1541. However, it was not until 1856 thet they were able to 

emigrate, In the meantime their first six children were born in Irchester, 
and. The name of the children were Mary Ann, William Denton, Joseph, 

my grandfather, James Reber, Charlotte and Sofie Elizabeth, There are now 

seven children, inoluding Sarah, end father and mother at the time of the . 

< emigration, 

In Engle nd, Thomas Moulton was a farm laborer, endthe undertak ing of 

_ prepar&tion for emigration 6f a family of nine with a new member momentarily 

was Ro: small tark, Sarah, nis oldest dzugutber by Ester Marsh, wasnow & 

yo lady of nineteen, His other six children by Sarah Denton vanged in 


- age from three to fifteen. 5 
As the Journey ves to be a lone one, they could take 


with them only wat 


10 ng and supplies were absolitely necessary. Some of the children hed 2 
mst recovered from a light case of smillpix. dne of the cirls, though folly | 
ecovered, ned noticeable pox marks on her Wins, Hoping to avead post- P 
~ ponement in their plans, the mother made some mitte for the girl. With a meyi 
br in her heart that they all would pass the health inspection, they mde $ 


prè he v 5 
Ag eee 8 5 on May 3, 1856, the Moulton 


~~ gerah Moulton's prayers were answered, 
t CCC T He 


- freezing temperatures ‘the company struggled on, Sixty~six of their number 
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family set sail on the ship, Thornton“ from Liverpool, Tun land, with 7 


seule on board, 
1 Waile crossing the Irish Ses, Sarah Denton gave birth to her seventh 


without its blems, å fire on board ship destroyed much of the food suprly 
andthe 9 were reduced to a rationed diet of sea biscuit ami 288. 
After six weeks trip by water, the family consisting of ten members, arrived 
In Now York Harber, June 14, 4 * and 8 dy railroad for Winter Quartes 
1 leaving Iowa City where they arrive June 26, 

eh oe their 2 in Towa Gi ty they found the hand certs were nat zm% 
whioh caused a three weeks delay, hundred anf fifty hand carts wå to pA 
wade, Many of them were out of green unseasoned lumber and were unable to .* 
atand the strenuous test they were subjected Go and several had to be abanionat 
on the plains, 
m The Thomas Moulton fan ily was assigned to the James 8. Willey Handeart 
Compay which was composed of 500 sein 2, ineulding more than the usual 
winter of aged, With them were three dove, & wagon, and three yoke of oxen fo 


each 100 trevelere. There was a tent for every 20, and a hendoart for 
five. On July 15 they bad farewell to camp Towa and began their thirtees 
hundred mile Journey west, little knowing what the futre held in store for 
‘them, The family had to leave a tru eo thing in New York and a trunk 
of . in Towa becuse of their inability to transport them, 

è s 8 


of the carts. done couldn't be repaired and hed to be left by the wayside. 
the travelers were becoming tired and weary endumable to push or pull the 
heavily loaded carts, 411 unnecessary things were discarded, The wagons 
and cattle were taken the Indians, and provisions were becoming 20 lew 
that food ‘had to be rationed, Many teoame 

datiy, Along with these other difficulties, winter set in early an nen, 
and children were forced to wade through freezing streams, and to sleep in: 
open vith insufficient bedding, Through deep snows, Piercing winds and te 


‘Bied--fourteen of them being buried in a shallow common greve, 

Some Mormon missionaries returnim from England, overtook and passed 
the company and reported iteplight to the church presidency in Salt Leake 
City, Immediately resoue parties vere gent out carring wagon loads of 
n Clothing, am bedding, 

Houlton rel affived in Galt Lake City, November 9, 1856, wit hout 
dosing one member of their family, However, their third son, Weber had had 
several fingers on his left hand frozen o badly that they had to be saputa 
when they readhed Salt 2 

On December 3, 1856, their oldest daughter, Sarah; was married to John 
Bonnett Hawkins, an established blacksmith eho had been a member of the rescue 
pasty zem out by President Young, ‘They made their home in Selt lake City | 
where they moame a prosperous and influential fawily. i 

‘About thie time the Thomas Moulton family moved to Provo where he worked 
ás a farm leborer, Here their eighth child vas born, Thimss Denton, on 
October 29, 1658. Me died ten months later: Mere also their daughter, Mary 
Aun, wasrmarried to Fredrick nite, She was the mother of Fredrick J.,, John 
ki and * files Mahoney. They later moved to Heber where fhe died at 

age . : : 

pu 1460 the Moulton family moved from Provo to Heber. As the settlers 
were hevi trouble with the Tad ana, they took refuge in the lor fort 
that wac built in 1659 and 60, ‘Tris fort was Jocated in the northrert 
part of town, starting on Firat West and Second North(at the Dewy Moulton 
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me}, d running morth © vu m Worth md west to lied West. Itai ded 
motes n to sixtyesix tumilies whose cabins were bDeslt around the ir » 
walle o. the fort. ae 

On ‘eptember 16, 1460, their ninth child, John *. das born and three 
years later, the tenth and last, Georre Prankli 

After moving from the fort, Thomas Moulton 1t the rick home now 
owned by Maud Witt Campbell on 2nd North and 2nd West, Me and his wife were 
both systematic and methodical in their work and planning, They 444 their 
share in helping pioneer the Heber Valley, ; 

Pefore leaving dne land Thomas Moulton felt a little hesitant bout under 
taking such a lonz and strempous journey. Me wife went to see one of the 
brethern who gave her a blessing, Ye promised her that she would make the 

ourney safely without the loss of one member of her family, Although their 
dels vere sever and the baby, Charles, was reduced to a near skeleton, these 
children Al grev to maturity, married, and remped familles, 

Sarah Denton Moulton died in 1888 at Heber and her husband, Thomas in 16% 

Their on, Villiam Denton, married Mary b. Lee and Mary Ann Davis, 

Whhka built tro homes, one in Heber, end one on the ranch near the present 
Keetley. For years he supplied the mines in Perk City with milk, butter, mest 
and produce, Fe vas the fatherof nine ohildren and died at the ace of forty, 
Joseph Moulton married Mary Elizabeth Giles, Annie K, Jensen, end J 
H. Jensen, With the exception of a year xepent in Old Mexico, he lived 
most of hic life in Heber, He was a farmer and stook raiser, had twenty-three 
ehildren, end died here in his eighty ninth year, 3 aM 
Jenes Heber married hemia Carroll. made hie home in Heber mere 
he farmed and wae also tithing office clerk for mamy years, After the death ; 

of hie wife, he married her aieter Emtly Carroll Rentley, As moet of his 

@hiléren were crown adm married, he moyed to Salt Lake where he enjoyed 

working in the temple. He died in 1934, 

3 10 lotte married a school teacher, Willard Carroll, After livin: in 
for eight years, they moved to Orderville, Prom there they moved to 
‘Mexico where most of tneir onildren were born, After her Husbands death 
returned to dine where she made her home. ‘he did a great deal of 
ple work end dien in 1940, the last of the Moulton's oririnal family, 

Elizabeth married Addison Micken, They were cnlied on a mission 
to Arizona, After their return to Heber she spent many years serving in rege 
-ponsi Positions in the varde and atake, She worked for years doing temple 
work anddied in 1933 at the age of echty. : 
Es Charles married Rpoda Duke. They meved to Vietor, Idaho where he 
_ engaged infarming and stock raising, de died there in hie seventyeftfth year, 
N Thome Denton was born in Provo in 1858 and died s year later, 
John F. Youlton, also a farmer, narried Isabelia Thacker. He vas 

~ motive in church and civic affairs and died at the are of 55, ; 
rats George Franklin married Ada @luff. They had seven children and lived in 
` Victor, Idaho for a number of years, They later returned to Mtah and he died 
at Hospitel in 1933 in hie seventieth year. 
ae gons and daughters of ‘homes and Sarah Denton Moulton have 12 
ter services freely in the communities in mich they have lives, As 
fle ber was their home, they are still well represented here by their posterity. 


< {Compiled by Violet Moulton Holdawey from material obtained from Henry Moulton 
© Wellie Earl, Katies Duke, Josie Todd, church records, family records, and 
: pewap@per elippines, ) 


